
sources of support for the 
local festival. Political leaders 
w ill be involved to discuss 
the benefits to the various 
jurisdictions of celebrating 
local culture and heritage 
through festivals and 
through coordinated commu-
nity efforts. 

Mark the Heritage Confer-
ence on your calendar for 
February 20, 2009. 

The 2009 Flint Hills Heritage 
Conference w ill be held on 
February 20, 2009, at the El 
Dorado Civic Center.  

The Conference Theme  is: 

Celebrate our Festivals; 
Celebrate our Heritage; 
Make the Connection  

Festivals and fairs in commu-
nities across the Flint Hills 
celebrate our culture and 

heritage every year; this is 
one more foundation on 
which we can build recogni-
tion of the Flint Hills as a 
Heritage Area. The 2009 
Heritage Conference pro-
vides an opportunity to share 
successes, struggles and op-
portunities for making our 
individual festivals even 
more meaningful by all 
working together to identify 
the common threads and our 
shared heritage. 

Marci Penner , w ith the Kan-
sas Sampler Foundation, w ill 
speak and lead a panel of 
festival organizers focused on 
achieving success w ith local 
festivals.  There w ill be 
speakers on marketing the 
local festival and other 
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The Kansas Rural Communi-
ties Foundation (KRDF) now 
serves as the 501c3 host to the 
Friends of the Flint Hills 
Fund. Personal contributions 
to the fund are tax deducti-
ble. 

The Friends of the Flint Hills 
Fund exists to fund educa-
tional activities of the Flint 
Hills Heritage Area; the 22-
county region served by the 
Flint Hills Tourism Coalition, 
Inc. and The Flint Hills Heri-

tage Task Force. Funds re-
ceived w ill be allocated to sev-
eral Flint Hills region educa-
tional programs, including 
children, seniors and visitor 
center activities, among others. 
Some of the funds w ill be 
matched by grants from other 
Kansas foundations and state 
and federal funds to help each 
dollar go further in meeting 
the needs of the Flint Hills 
service region.  

An example might be to help 

more school kids be able to 
visit the educational pro-
gramming at the Tallgrass 
Prairie National Preserve.�
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·  Attend the next Heri-
tage Conference 

·  Check website regu-
larly 

·  See “ Friends of the 
Flint Hills”  information 

·  Become an annual 
member of the Flint 
H ills Tourism Coali-
tion, Inc. 

·  Invite out-of-town 
friends and family 
members to visit the 
Kansas Flint Hills 
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Flint H ills, pro-
tector of the Tall 
grass Prairie 

� �

  �
Great Lodging 
in the Flint Hil ls 

� �

Oral History 
Project Quote 

� �

About the Flint 
Hills Tourism 
Coalition, Inc. 

� �

Join our efforts; 
Get Involved 

� �

Board of Direc-
tors, Officers, 
Executive Dir. 

� �

www.kansasf l inthi l ls.travel  
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What difference do the Flint Hills make? How about 140 million reasons? Or how about at 
least 4.5 million reasons? 

The tallgrass prairie once dominated the landscape of the heartland of North America. From 
Kansas to Ill inois and from Texas to Canada, the region was covered by large swaths of 
dominant grasses like big bluestem, Indian grass, switch grass, and little bluestem. In this 
complex ecosystem thrived wildflowers of every color, size, and growing pattern. 

Trees grew in the valleys, where rivers and creeks brought enough moisture to support the 
thirsty woody plants. Away from this supply of water, however, the grasses out-competed 
their woody cousins because their root systems drilled deep into the soil, as much as 12-15 
feet deep. With roots finding moisture that far down, the grasses of the prairies supported 
periods of drought better than other plants. In fact, the tall grasses in these prairie regions 
needed these periods of drought, which helped them become established when lesser plants 
were dying off. 

Prairie fires, whether set by lightning strikes or Na-
tive Americans, also helped the grasses out-compete 
other plants in the ecosystem. The fires burned 
away dead growth, allow ing sunlight to warm the 
soil in the spring, stimulating more grass growth, 
while burning off the competing forbs and woody 
plants. 

When European pioneers began populating the re-
gion in the early 19th century, the tallgrass prairie 
covered an estimated 140 million acres. In Illinois, 
now nicknamed The Prairie State, the tallgrass prai-
rie dominated the northern two-thirds of the state, 
covering an estimated 20 million acres. In Missouri, the tall grasses dominated 15 million 
acres in the northern half of the state, while Minnesota had around 22 million acres of tall 
grasses. Iowa was almost entirely covered in tall grasses, w ith an estimated 30 million acres 
of tallgrass prairie. 

At first, the pioneers had trouble understanding the ecology of those states, since no Euro-
pean settler had ever seen that much grassland before. Many thought the soil of the prairie 
was poor and sick, since it didn’t support trees. Soon, however, those settlers discovered the 
soil of the prairie was rich. The tall grasses had created what was perhaps the richest soil in 
the world. So in 1837, when John Deere created his polished, self-scouring plow, farmers 
began to convert those prairie lands into row-crop agriculture. 

America’s agricultural industry is a great enterprise that feeds the world. Fifty years after 
Deere’s plow came on the market, however, the tallgrass prairie was almost gone. Those 20 
million acres of prairie in Ill inois were reduced to 2,000. The same is true in the other Mid-
western states, except for one. In Kansas, the Flint Hills were different. The hills were cov-
ered by tallgrass prairie, but they were also covered by flint-hardened limestone rocks. The 
limestone and shale layers weathered and eroded in different ways, creating terraced hills 
w ith limestone outcrops along contour lines. The flint, or chert, in the limestone remained, 
covering the tops and sides of the hills. No plow could turn the soil of the Flint Hills. 

So today, while most of the tallgrass prairie has all but disappeared, over 4.5 million acres of 
unbroken grassland remain in the Flint Hills. Big bluestem, little bluestem, Indian grass, and 
switch grass stil l dominate the ecosystem, along w ith hundreds of species of wildflowers, 
and all because of rocky soil. That’s what difference the Flint Hills make. 
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" Nat ive 

grazers, l ike the 

bison, also 

helped keep the 

prai rie 

heal thy. 

Researchers 

have discovered 

the presence of 

grazers brings 

greater plant  

diversi ty to the 

tal lgrass 

prai rie."  
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If you are ready to explore 
the Kansas Flint Hills, but 
not sure if there will be a 
place to spend the night, 
then the AAA has a recom-
mendation for you. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 21 at the 

Kansas Tourism Conference 
Banquet in Wichita, AAA 
presented its Four Diamond 
Award rating in the lodging 
category to the Grand Cen-
tral  Hotel  of Cottonwood 
Falls. This marks the 12th 
consecutive year the Grand 
Central Hotel has received 
this prestigious rating. 

Located in the heart of the 
Flint Hills, the Grand Cen-
tral Hotel is the only hotel in 
Kansas to receive the Four 
Diamond rating. The hotel is 
owned and operated by 
Suzan Barnes, who was on 
hand at the banquet to re-
ceive the award. 

To make a reservation at the 
hotel, call (620) 273-6763, or 
toll-free at (800) 951-6763. 
More information can be 
obtained online at 
www.GrandCentralHotel.com. 

her, it is every bull snake, 
every raccoon, every skunk, 
every egg-eater in the coun-
try is going to get into that 
nest. So the thicker the 
thatch is, the more protected 
she is going to be.  

“ But as soon as those little 
chicks hatch, they move 
away from the nest that day. 
They need what we burned a 
year ago; where there is 
some tall and where there is 
some short because they are 
going to be after insects. But, 
they need to be protected 
from the hawks, which are 
now interested in them. And 
the males that are going to 
be booming, they are on top 
of the hills anyway. They are 
trying to get that boom to 
carry as far as it w ill and to 
attract hens. So that prairie 
chicken needs every one of 
those habitats that we have. 
That is one of the real beau-

This excerpt from the Flint 
Hills Heritage Task Force 
Oral History Project Ranch-
ing Impact Study comes 
from an interview by Dr. Bill 
Smith, project director, con-
ducted in July 2008 w ith Jane 
Koger at her ranch in Chase 
County. The discussion fo-
cused on benefits of patch 
burning on her range land:  

“ This is one of the exciting 
things we learned. On the 
patch burn, you’ve got what 
you burned this year is 
really, really short. What 
was burned last year is kind 
of high and kind of short. 
What you burned two years 
ago is really thick.  

“ Well, the prairie chicken, 
when she is nesting, a hen 
prairie chicken needs about 
40 acres, really, deep enough 
to hide a football. Because, it 
is not hawks that are after 

ties of the patch burn.  

“ Now what we have discov-
ered is that our cattle use it 
the same way. They w ill go 
into what was burned two 
years ago, the really thick, 
thatchy stuff, and they w ill 
calve in there and they w ill 
go lay down. That is going to 
be the coolest grass there is. 
It is going to retain more 
moisture, it’s thicker, and so 
that is cooler. They w ill 
graze about 75% of the time 
on what you burn this year 
and about 25% of the time in 
what you burned the year 
before. And so, they utilize 
all three burn areas as well.“  

The Oral History Project is 
partially funded by a grant 
from the Kansas Humanities 
Council. Interviews can be 
accessed at: 
www.kansasflinthills.travel/
heritage 
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� So, that  prai -

rie chicken 

needs every one 

of those habi -

tats that  we 

have… Now 

what  we have 

discovered is 

that  our cat t le 

use i t  the same 

way.” �
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PO Box 244 
Alma, KS  66401 

Phone: 785.765.2622 
Toll Free: 866.660.2622 

Cell: 785.341.2159 
Linda Craghead 

Executive Dir.  
l indacraghead@fhrd.net 

�
Newsletter Editor 

Dr. Bill 
billsmith2003@gmail.com 

Email comments welcomed 

The Fl int Hi l ls Tourism Coal i tion, Inc. (FHTC) is an alliance of tourism marketing agencies 
from the 22 Flint Hills counties along w ith the Flint Hills Resource Conservation and Devel-
opment (RC&D), the Kansas Division of Tourism, and other interested individuals and or-
ganizations working toward the common cause of promoting the Kansas Flint Hills as an 
international tourism destination as a means of economic development of our region. 

Since its inception, the FHTC has, among many accomplishments: 

Implemented a Flint Hills branding strategy; created a Flint Hills logo and tag line 

Completed an initial inventory of the natural resources in the region 

Initiated a Flint Hills Heritage Story Collection Project and received a grant from the Kansas 
Humanities Council for an Oral History Project 

Produced and distributed a Flint Hills Heritage brochure and first Regional Visitor’s Guide 

Begun to explore the feasibility of a national heritage area designation for the region 

Begun to explore the feasibility of a visitor’s center in the Flint Hills 

Conducted a series of workshops in partnership w ith others  

Launched and maintained their website at www.kansasflinthills.travel 
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Glenda Purkis, Dickinson County 
Betty Senn, Emporia 
Olivia Simmons, Wichita 
Dennis Toll, Manhattan 
 

Officers: Dr. Bill Smith, President, Emporia 
Connie Kimsey, Secretary, Arkansas City 
Karen Hibbard, Treasurer, Manhattan 
Bob Cole, President Elect, Wamego 
Sarah Warner, Winfield, At Large 

Linda Craghead, Executive Director, A lma�

Board of  Di rectors of the Flint Hills Tour-
ism Coalition, Inc.:  

Suzan Barnes, Cottonwood Falls 
Julie Roller, Wamego 
Louise Carlin, Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve and Kansas Park Trust 
Bob Carlson/ Bill Oborny, Marshall Co 
Abby Dechant, A lma 
David Ellis, El Dorado 
C. Kay Hutchinson/ TinaRae Scott, Coun    
cil Grove/ Morris County 
Donna Martin, Dexter 
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If you see activities in these newsletters, on the website, or elsewhere that interest you, we 
heartily invite you to join the efforts being put forth by many volunteers already— Become 
involved—here are some ways: 

·  Volunteer to work on one of several task forces doing the work of the FHTC. 

·  Take out an annual membership in the FHTC for your business or organization— $250 
See www.kansasflinthills.travel/ annualmembership/  for online or mail information. 

·  Donate to the “ Friends of the Flint Hills”  Fund w ith an individual tax-deductible contri-
bution (we recommend $75 or more); go to http:/ / www.thekrcf.org/  - click on affil iates, 
then Friends of the Flint Hills. 

·  Volunteer to assist w ith the Educational Program of the “ Friends of the Flint Hills.”  

Contact Executive Director Linda Craghead for more information. 


