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www.kansasflinthills.travel

Attend the next Heri-
tage Conference

Check website regu-
larly.

See “Friends of the
Flint Hills” information

Become an annual
member of the Flint
Hills Tourism Coali-
tion, Inc.

Invite out-of-town
friends and family
membersto visit the
Kansas Flint Hills

There's Rocks in
Them There Hills

Railroad Heritage
Days—Cowley

Oral History Pro-
ject Quote

About the Flint
Hills Tourism

Join our efforts;
Get Involved

Board of Direc-
tors, Officers, Ex-
ecutive Dir.
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The Rock Springs 4-H Center
hosted the Spring Heritage
Conference of the Heritage
Task Force of the Flint Hills
Tourism Coalition, Inc. on
April 18, 2008. John
Cosgrove, Executive Director
of the Alliance of National
Heritage Areas, Washington,
D.C. shared thelatest infor-
mation about the 37 National
Heritage Areas and how they
have grown out of the grass-
roots efforts of local citizens
in each of those areas to share
their heritage with travelers
from around theworld.

Dr.Jm Hoy, Director, Center
for Great Plains Study,
opened the conference with
stories demonstrating the
distinct characteristics of the
Kansas Flint Hills. Sue Pride-

more with the National Park
Service spoke of the process
of becoming a National Heri-
tage Area (NHA). Judy Bill-
ings, Lawrence CVB and
Freedom’s Frontier NHA,
reported on their status and
progress on the management
plan.

Thelast hour of the confer-
ence was an open discussion
reflecting on the information

provided by the speakers and
answering questions of the
conference attendees.

Dennis Toll, Manhattan CVB
and Co-Chair of the Heritage

% "

Task Force, served as Confer-
ence Moderator. Jff David-
son, Greenwood County and
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The Third Annual Concert of
the Symphony in the Flint
Hillswill be held on Satur-
day, June 14th in historic
Morris County, on traditional
Kaw Territory less than two
miles from the Santa Fe Trail.
The concert will be per-
formed by the Kansas City
Symphony on privately
owned ranchland just east of
the Flint Hills National Scenic
Byway Kansas Highway 177.

The concert siteisout in the

middle of prairie at the end of
awalking trail, through wild
flowersand native grasses,
about one mile from parking.
Transportation to the concert
site on flatbed trailers with
rustic seating will be provided
for thosewho pre-

fer it. Thisyear,
however, the walk
will only be less
than amilefrom
the ticket booth
with no elevation
change. For more

details see:
www.symphonyintheflinthil
Is.org/

Though thetickets have
already sold out for this
year, there are many
“Symphony Weekend” ac-
tivities planned in the area.
Call Council Grove Cham-
ber and Morris County
Chamber to check out possi-
bilities... Thered carpetis
out!
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Santa Fe Engine No. 2542
has called Wilson Park in
Arkansas City home for 53
yearsnow and recently en-
joyed being the center of
attention for the premier
Railroad Heritage Days
event held in April. Family
Fun Days was the official
title of the event in the park.
Included in the festivities
were exhibits of model
trains, a Thomasthe Train

M oon Bounce, Operation
Lifesaver, Hobo Clowns, and
much, much more. Charlie
George, the original engineer
of Engine No. 2542, was on
hand to give atour of the

vehicle. Music was also part
of the festivities, as Donnie
Huffman and his band
played railroad themed mu-
sic and the Walnut String
Band added their rendition
of old and new favorites.

Aspart of the fund-raising
efforts for the weekend Rail-
road Heritage event, Carol
Black and two fellow crafts-
women created a beautiful
quilt that had displayed sil-
houetted replicas of several
railroad depotsin the
county, such as Winfield,
Arkansas City, and Dexter.
The quilt was raffled that

weekend, with the winner
drawn on Sunday. Another
fund-raising creation was
crafted by Donna Martin,
resident of Dexter. Her crea-
tion was two different sets of
five note cards, each card
sporting a photograph of a
depot on the front.

This event was planned to be
a county-wide endeavor.
Harvey House luncheons
were served in Dexter and
Atlanta. The mealswere
authentic Harvey House
recipes and the serverswere
dressed in Harvey House
garb.

a member of the Heritage
Task Force, provided lunch-
time songs and heritage sto-
ries. Sponsors for the Con-

ferenceincluded: Grand Cen-
tral Hotel, Flint Hills Aro-
matherapy, Kansas Park
Trust, Manhattan CVB,
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McDowell Creek Tourism,
Prairie Heritage, Inc., and
Symphony in the Flint Hills.
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Asked to describe the ranch-
ing practice of “double-
stocking,” Paul Seeley re-
plied:

“ ..theDunn Ranch ... | used
to lease that. The old man |
leased it with was quite a
character. He had arule of
thumb: You give ayearling
four acresand you givea
two-year old five acres. You
. runahundred cowsto a
section, so that would be 6.4
acres. Of course, the cows
then were probably 900to a
thousand pounds cows; now
they’re 1200 to 1400 pound
cows. ... The style of cattle
has changed. So, if we go
back to his stocking rate, we

1

would... double-stocking
then, would give them 2
acres, instead of 4. And
that’s kind of what we do
here. We givethem alot less
acres, but move them off
quicker, so it comes back. ...
when we started this; we
were grazing cattle that
camein here at 475... maybe
5, at the most. Now, these
cattle are coming in weigh-
ing 5 and a half to 6 hundred
pounds. ... Larger. Soweare
going to haveto give our
cattle afew more acres, than
what we originally thought.
So, that’s what double-
stocking is.”

Grazing yearlings previously
ran from April to October.
With double-stocking, graz-
ing is confined to about
April 15to July 15, with bet-
ter results, and this allows
the grass moretimeto re-
cover during thefall, for the
following year.

Paul Seeley isalong-time
rancher, raising cattle in the
Kansas Flint Hills, inter-
viewed on his Greenwood
county ranch (dun 2007).

The Flint Hills Heritage Task
Force Ranching Impact Oral
History Project is partially
funded by the Kansas Hu-
manities Council.
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PO Box 244

Alma, KS 66401

Phone: 785.765.2622

Toll Free: 866.660.2622
Cell: 785.341.2159

Linda Craghead

Executive Dir.
lindacraghead @hrd.net

Newsletter Editor

Dr. Bill
billsmith2003@ymail.com
Email comments welcomed

www.kansasflinthills.travel

The Flint Hills Tourism Coalition, Inc. (FHTC) is an alliance of tourism marketing agencies
from the 22 Flint Hills counties along with the Flint Hills Resource Conservation and Devel-
opment (RC&D), the Kansas Division of Tourism, and other interested individuals and or-
ganizations, working toward the common cause of promoting the Kansas Flint Hillsas an
international tourism destination as a means of economic development of our region.

Sinceitsinception, the FHTC has, among many accomplishments:
Implemented a Flint Hills branding strategy; created a Flint Hillslogo and tag line
Completed an initial inventory of the natural resourcesin the region

Initiated a Flint Hills Heritage Story Collection Project and received a grant from the Kansas
Humanities Council for an Oral History Project

Produced and distributed a Flint Hills Heritage brochure

Begun to explore the feasibility of a national heritage area designation for the region
Begun to explore the feasibility of a visitors center in the Flint Hills

Conducted a series of workshopsin partnership with others

Launched and maintained their website at www .kansasflinthills.travel
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If you see activities in these newsletters, on the website, or elsewhere that interest you, we
heartily invite you to join the efforts being put forth by many volunteers already— Become
involved—here are some ways:

Volunteer to work on one of several Task Forces doing thework of the FHTC

Take out an annual membership in the FHTC for your business or organization—just
$250

Become a “Friend of the Flint Hills” with an individual tax deductible donation of $75 or
more

Volunteer to assist with the Educational Program of the “Friends of the Flint Hills”

Contact Linda Craghead, FHTC Executive Director, to volunteer and see the website infor-
mation
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Board of Directors of the Flint Hills Tour-
ism Coalition, Inc.:

Glenda Purkis, Dickinson County
Betty Senn, Emporia
Olivia Smmons, Wichita

Suzan Barnes, Cottonwood Falls Dennis Toll, Manhattan

Brandi Brinegar, Wameo

Louise Carlin, Tallgrass Prairie N ational
Preserve and Kansas Park Trust

Bob Carlson/ Bill Oborny, Marshall Co
Abby Dechant, Alma

David Ellis, El Dorado

C. Kay Hutchinson/ TinaRae Scott, Coun-
cil Grove

Donna Martin, Dexter

Officers: Dr. Bill Smith, President, Emporia
Connie Kimsey, Secretary, Arkansas City
Karen Hibbard, Treasurer, Manhattan

Bob Cole, President Elect, Wamego

Sarah Warner, Winfield, At Large

Linda Craghead, Executive Director, Alma




