
Judge Deannell Tacha, US 
Court of Appeals Judge & 
Board Chair of Freedom's 
Frontier National Heritage 
Area, spoke about the Na-
tional Heritage Area move-
ment and conducted a break-
out session for elected offi-
cials.  

Richard Smalley, Marketing 
Director of Kansas Travel & 
Tourism, led a break-out ses-
sion on ways to effectively 
market your festival and 
keep the cash register ring-
ing.   

See you next Spring! 

The 2009 Flint Hills Heritage 
Conference was held on Feb-
ruary 20, 2009, at the El Do-
rado Civic Center.  

The Conference Theme  was: 

Celebrate our Festivals; 
Celebrate our Heritage; 
Make the Connection  

The 2009 Heritage Conference 
provided an opportunity to 
share successes, struggles and 
opportunities for making our 
individual festivals even 
more meaningful by all work-
ing together to identify the 
common threads and our 
shared heritage.  

Festivals and fairs in commu-
nities across the Flint Hills 
celebrate our culture and 
heritage every year; this is 
one more foundation on 
which we can build recogni-
tion of the Flint Hills as a 
Heritage Area.  

Dr. Jim Hoy, English Profes-

sor at Emporia 
State Univer-
sity, and Direc-
tor, Center for 
Great Plains 
Studies, opened 
the conference 
speaking on  
“ What is the 

Heritage of the Flint Hills?”  

Marci Penner, Executive Di-
rector of the Kansas Sampler 
Foundation, spoke and led a 
panel of festival organizers 
focused on achieving success 
w ith local festivals.  
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The 2009 Kansas Sampler 
Festival w ill be held in Con-
cordia on May 2, from 10 to 5 
and May 3, from 10 to 4, at 
the City Park, as it was in 
2008. For more information, 
see: 

www.kansassampler.org/
festival/  

Visit the Flint Hills booth and 

RV Raffle display, while you 
are there. 

Last year, 145 communities 
from across the state provided 
a sample of what there is to 
see, do,  hear, taste, buy, and 
learn in Kansas. Over six thou-
sand attendees found answers 
to these questions.�
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·  Attend the next Heri-
tage Conference 

·  Check website regu-
larly 

·  See “ Friends of the 
Flint Hills”  information 

·  Become an annual 
member of the Flint 
H ills Tourism Coali-
tion, Inc. 

·  Invite out-of-town 
friends and family 
members to visit the 
Kansas Flint Hills 
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Birds of a 
feather flock in 
the Flint Hills 

� �

  �
Upcoming  
Activities—F H 

� �

Pow-wow at 
Kaw Mission 

� �

About the Flint 
Hills Tourism 
Coalition, Inc. 

� �

Join our efforts; 
Get Involved 

� �

Board of Direc-
tors, Officers, 
Executive Dir. 

� �

www.kansasf l inthi l ls.travel  
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The Flint Hills of Kansas are famous as home to a rich and diverse ecosystem. As protector of 
the largest remaining stand of unbroken, native tallgrass prairie, the Flint Hills are known as 
the home of important grasses like big bluestem, switchgrass, Indian grass, and little blue-
stem. The prairie is also well-known as a perfect environment for many unique species of 
w ildflowers, which has led to the creation of many "w ildflower walk" events in the region 
each year.�
�
There is, however, another major - and potentially endangered - attraction that nestles w ithin 
the Kansas Flint Hills: birds. A large and diverse number of bird species have adapted to a 
tallgrass prairie environment, preferring to live and nest w ithin the protection of those native 
grasses that make up the tallgrass prairie. From prairie chickens to dickcissels and from 
meadowlarks to upland sandpipers, many types of birds prefer a grassy environment to 
woodlands. These and similar bird species take flight over the prairie each 
spring and summer, at home in the grass. 
 
Enter the birdwatcher, those who love birds and w ill go to great lengths 
to see a rare bird species they have never seen before. They carry binocu-
lars around their necks and lists of birds they want to see in their pockets. 
They are a subset of the nature traveler, looking for authentic experiences 
in nature and often w illing to pay a price for the opportunity. To many 
people, a sparrow is just a sparrow, but to many birdwatchers, a grass-
hopper sparrow or a clay-colored sparrow is a once-in-a-lifetime opportu-
nity found only in the prairie. 
 
In the interest of full-disclosure, I must admit I am not what you would call an avid bird-
watcher. I have, however, had the profound pleasure of working with some avid birdwatch-
ers in helping organize the Kansas Birding Festival, which is held in Wakefield on Milford 
Reservoir in April of even-numbered years. The next one is set for April 23-25, 2010 in Wake-
field, w ith information to be found at www.kansasbirdingfestival.org . 
 
This event is a perfect example of how a community can benefit from what is unique about 
the Flint Hills ecosystem and the beauty of the tallgrass prairie. Birdwatchers from across the 
country come to Wakefield to view prairie chickens booming on their leks or catch a glimpse 
of Harris's sparrow singing from a stand of dogwood. The Flint Hills offer them a glimpse of 
many birds they w ill not find in one place anywhere else. The list of birds sighted at the 2008 
festival (1) numbers over 160 and includes everything from kestrels to coots and ospreys to 
bald eagles. Because of the numerous reservoirs and rivers w ithin the Flint Hills, waterfowl 
and shorebirds can also be spotted in the region. The Flint Hills are also situated along an 
important migratory flyway over the prairie, making the region one of the few places in the 
country where such a diverse collection of bird species can be found in one locale. 
 
Bringing birdwatching visitors to the area also offers the opportunity to spread the word 
about the importance of the tallgrass prairie and the unique nature of the Flint Hills. It also 
offers a chance to raise awareness of problems facing bird populations in the region. Re-
cently, a study on bird populations in the prairie (2) made the news. The study found the 
numbers of dickcissels, meadowlarks, and grasshopper sparrows are declining because of 
loss of habitat. These species like to hide their nests in the protection of last year's growth of 
grass, but annual burning removes last year's grass and exposes the birds' nests to predators. 
 
That is why many Flint Hills ranchers are turning to patch burning, where they burn a differ-
ent portion of their pasture each year, leaving a stand of last year's growth on other portions. 
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" A large and 

diverse number 

of bi rd species 

have adapted 

to a tal lgrass 

prai rie 

envi ronment , 

preferring to 

l ive and nest  

wi thin the 

protect ion of 

those nat ive 

grasses . . ."  
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This offers habitat cover for 
many species of w ildlife that 
live in the Flint Hills. The 
Flint Hills Heritage Task 
Force, under the direction of 
Emporia State's Dr. William 
Smith, collected oral histo-
ries about patch burning. For 
example, Jane Koger shares 
some great information 
about patch burning, sus-
tainability, and the benefits 

this has on w ildlife and cat-
tle. The story can be found at 
www.kansasflinthills.travel/
heritage (3). 
 
It's a perfect example of how 
caring for the Flint Hills 
prairie can benefit residents 
and visitors, both human 
and animal. So be sure to 
visit the Flint Hills this 
spring and bring some bin-
oculars! 
 

___________________ 
(1) See http:/ /
chuckandjaye.com/
KSBF2008list.htm 
(2) See http:/ / www.k-
state.edu/ media/
newsreleases/ mar09/
birds30309.html 
(3) See http:/ /
www.kansasflinthills.travel/
downloads/ heritageMP3/
Koger-
PatchBurnEpisode.mp3�

Helen Ericson, displayed in 
the Kaw Mission Education 
Center. 

Eddie and Robert Hiebert 
perform dulcimer music on 
the Mission Lawn. 

Native American TerryLee 
Whetstone displays Native 
American flutes & performs 
on the Mission lawn prior to 
the Pow-Wow. 

The Kaw Inter-tribal Pow-
Wow will be on the evenings 
of the 19th and 20th of June, 
2009, on the front lawn of 
the Kaw Mission. 

Beaver Creek Carriages free 
rides to and from Main 
Street & the Kaw Mission 
Historic Site, Noon to 5pm. 

Free Quilt Show— Hand 
stitched quilts from the col-
lection of Master Folk Artist, 

The interior of the Kaw Mis-
sion contains exhibits telling 
the story of the Kaw Indians, 
Santa Fe Trail, and early 
Council Grove. 

For more information, see:  
www.kshs.org/ places/
kawmission/ index.htm or 
visit the Council Grove  site 
at: www.councilgrove.com/  
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“ I t  was in this 

grove of hard-

wood t rees that  

on August  10, 

1825, three 

Uni ted States 

commissioners 

led by George 

C. Sibley met  

wi th chiefs…”  

Counci l  Grove 
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Pioneer Bluf fs Founda-
tion—near M atf ield Green:  
First Saturday— the first 
Saturday of each month a 
group of volunteers meet at 
the farm for coffee, talk, and 
restoration work. Contact 
Lynn Smith for work sched-
ule at 620.753.3484. 

Saturday, June 6, 2 pm, Glen 
Fell, new farm manager, w ill 
provide a guided tour along 
Crocker Creek and onto the 
prairie, sharing his knowl-
edge of native grasses and 
w ildflowers. 

http:/ / pioneerbluffs.org/  

 

Symphony in the Fl int Hi l ls 
Weekend: 
The 4th annual Symphony in 
the Flint Hills w ill be Satur-
day, June 13, 2009, on the 
Doyle Creek Land and Cat-
tle Company located be-
tween Florence and Strong 

City, south of Cedar Point. 
See more info at: 
www.symphonyintheflinthil
ls.org/  

Arts and Crafts Show in 
Florence in connection w ith 
the Symphony— downtown 
Florence, Friday  1– 9 pm, 
Saturday 9 am to 5 pm. All 
items displayed by the art-
ists must be hand-made. 

 For  information, Teresa  
Huffman at: 620.382.8830. 
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PO Box 244 
Alma, KS  66401 

Phone: 785.765.2622 
Toll Free: 866.660.2622 

Cell: 785.341.2159 
Linda Craghead 

Executive Dir.  
l indacraghead@fhrd.net 

�
Newsletter Editor 

Dr. Bill 
billsmith2003@gmail.com 

Email comments welcomed 

The Fl int Hi l ls Tourism Coal i tion, Inc. (FHTC) is an alliance of tourism marketing agencies 
from the 22 Flint Hills counties along w ith the Flint Hills Resource Conservation and Devel-
opment (RC&D), the Kansas Division of Tourism, and other interested individuals and or-
ganizations working toward the common cause of promoting the Kansas Flint Hills as an 
international tourism destination as a means of economic development of our region. 

Since its inception, the FHTC has, among many accomplishments: 

Implemented a Flint Hills branding strategy; created a Flint Hills logo and tag line 

Completed an initial inventory of the natural resources in the region 

Initiated a Flint Hills Heritage Story Collection Project, received a grant from the Kansas Hu-
manities Council for an Oral History Project, complete Phase One of Oral History  Project. 

Produced and distributed an updated Flint Hills Heritage brochure  

Explored the feasibility of a national heritage area designation for the region 

Explored the feasibility of a visitor’s center in the Flint Hills 

Produced and distributed first regional Kansas Flint Hills Visitor’s Guide 

Launched and maintained their website at www.kansasflinthills.travel 
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Glenda Purkis, Dickinson County 
Betty Senn, Emporia 
Olivia Simmons, Wichita 
Dennis Toll, Manhattan 
 

Officers: Dr. Bill Smith, President, Emporia 
Connie Kimsey, Secretary, Arkansas City 
Karen Hibbard, Treasurer, Manhattan 
Sarah Warner, President Elect, Winfield 
C. Kay Hutchinson, At Large, Council Grove 

Linda Craghead, Executive Director, A lma�

Board of  Di rectors of the Flint Hills Tour-
ism Coalition, Inc.:  

Suzan Barnes, Cottonwood Falls 
Julie Roller, Wamego 
Louise Carlin, Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve and Kansas Park Trust 
Bob Carlson/ Bill Oborny, Marshall Co 
Abby Dechant, A lma 
David Ellis, El Dorado 
TinaRae Scott, Council Grove/ Morris 
County 
Donna Martin, Dexter 
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If you see activities in these newsletters, on the website, or elsewhere that interest you, we 
heartily invite you to join the efforts being put forth by many volunteers already— Become 
involved—here are some ways: 

·  Volunteer to work on one of several task forces doing the work of the FHTC. 

·  Take out an annual membership in the FHTC for your business or organization— $250 
See www.kansasflinthills.travel/ annualmembership/  for online or mail information. 

·  Donate to the “ Friends of the Flint Hills”  Fund w ith an individual tax-deductible contri-
bution ($25 or more); go to www.thekrcf.org - click on affil iates, then Friends of the Flint 
Hills. You may pay by check or credit card. 

·  Volunteer to assist w ith the Educational Program of the “ Friends of the Flint Hills.”  

Contact Executive Director Linda Craghead for more information. 


