
Dr. Jim Hoy, 
English Pro-
fessor at Em-
poria State 
University, 
and Director, 
Center for 
Great Plains Studies, will 
speak on  “ What is the Heri-
tage of the Flint Hills?”  

Becky Blake, 
Director of 
Kansas Travel 
& Tourism, 
w ill lead a 
break-out 
session on 
ways to ef-
fectively market your festival 
and keep the cash register 
ringing.   

Mark the Heritage Confer-
ence on your calendar for 
February 20, 2009. 

 

The 2009 Flint Hills Heritage 
Conference w ill be held on 
February 20, 2009, at the El 
Dorado Civic Center.  

The Conference Theme  is: 

Celebrate our Festivals; 
Celebrate our Heritage; 
Make the Connection  

Festivals and fairs in commu-
nities across the Flint Hills 
celebrate our culture and 
heritage every year; this is 
one more foundation on 
which we can build recogni-
tion of the Flint Hills as a 
Heritage Area. The 2009 Heri-
tage Conference provides an 
opportunity to share suc-
cesses, struggles and oppor-
tunities for making our indi-

vidual festivals even more 
meaningful by all working 
together to identify the com-
mon threads and our shared 
heritage.  

The program will include:  

Judge Dean-
nell Tacha, US 
Court of Ap-
peals Judge & 
Board Chair 
of Freedom's 
Frontier Na-
tional Heri-
tage Area, 
w ill speak 
and conduct a break-out ses-
sion for elected officials.  

Marci Penner, 
Executive 
Director of 
the Kansas 
Sampler 
Foundation, 
w ill speak 
and lead a 
panel of festi-
val organizers 
focused on achieving success 
w ith local festivals.  
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The 4th annual concert w ill 
be Saturday, June 13, 2009 on 
a private ranch east of Flor-
ence, Kansas deep in the 
heart of the hills. Get ready 

for one of the most beautiful 
sites on the planet and the ad-
venture of getting there. See:  
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·  Attend the next Heri-
tage Conference 

·  Check website regu-
larly 

·  See “ Friends of the 
Flint Hills”  information 

·  Become an annual 
member of the Flint 
H ills Tourism Coali-
tion, Inc. 

·  Invite out-of-town 
friends and family 
members to visit the 
Kansas Flint Hills 
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Flint H ills con-
nected by prai-
rie’s grassroots 

� �

  �
Upcoming Festi-
vals—Flint H ills 

� �

Friends of the 
Flint Hills Fund 

� �

About the Flint 
Hills Tourism 
Coalition, Inc. 

� �

Join our efforts; 
Get Involved 

� �

Board of Direc-
tors, Officers, 
Executive Dir. 

� �

www.kansasf l inthi l ls.travel  
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Grassroots is a great word, especially as it relates to the Flint Hills tallgrass prairie. 

A grassroots movement is defined as an organization that begins small at a local level, 
through the efforts of residents. Maybe the movement lacks structure or official stature, at 
least at first, but based on the enthusiasm of local people who are w illing to unite and work 
for a common goal, the organization grows and gains influence. 

The image of a grassroots movement is something that starts small, maybe out of sight at 
first, but through the tireless energy of committed individuals, the movement sprouts, grows, 
and reaches for the sky. Without roots, deep roots that reach down to sources of energy and 
nourishment, the movement w ill die. 

This image is especially appropriate for the tallgrass 
prairie of the Kansas Flint Hills. Most of what grows 
in the tallgrass prairie is underground. Native 
grasses of the Flint Hills – grasses like Indian grass, 
big bluestem, and switch grass – grow deep into the 
soil, pushing through the limestone and flint down 
to sources of water far below ground. Often, more 
plant material grows underground than what grows 
above the surface. The roots of some native tall-
grasses reach 10-12 feet below the surface. 

It is this vast underground network of roots that 
gives strength to the tallgrass prairie, and allows the 
prairie to survive in times of drought. Where trees 
and shrubs suffer from lack of water, the grasses of 
the prairie thrive due to their deep roots. 

Grass roots are usually interconnected. While it is true native grasses produce seeds, most of 
the time these grasses reproduce by sending out underground rhizomes that start new grass 
plants near the parent plant. This means the roots of native grasses grow in large clumps, 
which keeps the prairie grasses virtually joined together, united as it were, for the common 
cause of surviving in sometimes difficult environments. This is the source of the native prai-
rie’s strength, the reason for its long endurance. Grass roots keep the prairie alive. 

So it is entirely appropriate to use the idea of a grassroots movement to describe the efforts of 
the Flint Hills Tourism Coalition and the Flint Hills Heritage Task Force in the pursuit of a 
designation as a national heritage area. 

A national heritage area is a unique kind of or-
ganization, one which begins at the grassroots 
level. Successful national heritage areas do not 
involve massive bureaucracies that originate high 
up in the government’s hierarchy. They do not 
rely on outside direction or stimulation for sus-
tainability. 

No, a Flint Hills National Heritage Area, if it is to 
work, must begin as a true grassroots movement. 
This heritage area w ill draw its nourishment from 
the efforts of residents who work together for a 
common cause. Such a heritage area requires local support and direction if it is to draw suste-
nance from the native tallgrass prairie. It w ill be locals who decide which Flint Hills stories 
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" The image of a 

grassroots 

movement  is 

something that  

starts smal l , ... 

but  through the 

t i reless energy 

of commit ted 

individuals, the 

movement  

sprouts, grows, 

and reaches for 

the sky. ."  
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need preserving and how 
best to share those stories 
w ith visitors. It w ill be locals 
who decide how the Flint 
Hills Heritage Area needs to 
be operated. It w ill be locals 
who see the need and decide 
to work together for the 
common goal of strengthen-
ing the Flint Hills. 

Soon, the Flint Hills Heritage 

Task force w ill call for a fea-
sibility study regarding a 
possible Flint Hills National 
Heritage Area. This official 
study w ill investigate the 
possibilities and document 
the potential for a heritage 
area based on the tallgrass 
prairie. Part of the study w ill 
call for local support from 
communities, counties, resi-
dents, and organizations 
who seek to serve the Flint 
Hills. 

This is where we need you, 
the readers of the Flint Hills 
Heritage Newsletter. Please 
continue to read our news-
letter, learn about the tall-
grass prairie and the Flint 
Hills, and when the time 
comes, please be ready to let 
us know what you think. 
The time has arrived for you 
to become involved. That’s 
how grassroot efforts work. 

tion, Inc. and The Flint Hills 
Heritage Task Force. Funds 
received w ill be allocated to 
several Flint Hills region 
educational programs, in-
cluding children, seniors and 
visitor center activities, 
among others. Some of the 
funds w ill be matched by 
grants from other Kansas 
foundations and state and 
federal funds to help each 
dollar go further in meeting 

The Kansas Rural Communi-
ties Foundation (KRDF) now 
serves as the 501c3 host to 
the Friends of the Flint Hills 
Fund. Personal contributions 
to the fund are tax deducti-
ble. 

The Friends of the Flint Hills 
Fund exists to fund educa-
tional activities of the Flint 
Hills Heritage Area; the 22-
county region served by the 
Flint Hills Tourism Coali-

the needs of the Flint Hills 
service region.  

An example might be to help 
more school kids be able to 
visit the educational pro-
gramming at the Tallgrass 
Prairie National Preserve.  

Go to  www.thekrcf.org - 
click on affil iates, then 
Friends of the Flint Hills. 
You may pay by check or 
credit card. 
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� Friends of the 

Fl int  Hi l ls… 

Funds received 

wi l l  be al lo-

cated to several  

Fl int  Hi l ls re-

gion educa-

t ional  pro-

grams.” �
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12th Annual  Equi fest of  
Kansas, February 13-15, 
2009, in Valley Center. 

Equifest features a number 
of equine demonstrations, 
dressage, clinics, entertain-
ment and related activities. 

www.equifestofks.com/  

20th Annual  KBA Winter 
Bluegrass Festival , February 
20-21, 2009, in Wichita. See 
the website for participants, 
schedule and prices: 

www.kansasbluegrass.org/  

5th Annual  M ountain M an 
Encampment in Ark City at 

the Cherokee Strip Land 
Rush Museum on April 3 
and 4, 2009. 

This is a college style ren-
dezvous each year to re-
enact the fur trade that oc-
curred across the plains be-

fore 1840.  Classes will be 
held in making knifes, bows, 
jewelry, and powder horns. 
Visit trade camps and watch 
a small pow wow. Listen to 
Mountain Man Fire Side 
Stories 

www.arkcity.org/
CurrentEvents.asp?
EID=1749 

9th Annual  Spring Turkey 
Hunt, Council Grove,  April 
4, 2009. For details, see: 

kdwp.state.ks.us/ news/
KDWP-Info/ Locations/
Wildlife-Areas/ Region-4/
Council-Grove 
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PO Box 244 
Alma, KS  66401 

Phone: 785.765.2622 
Toll Free: 866.660.2622 

Cell: 785.341.2159 
Linda Craghead 

Executive Dir.  
l indacraghead@fhrd.net 

�
Newsletter Editor 

Dr. Bill 
billsmith2003@gmail.com 

Email comments welcomed 

The Fl int Hi l ls Tourism Coal i tion, Inc. (FHTC) is an alliance of tourism marketing agencies 
from the 22 Flint Hills counties along w ith the Flint Hills Resource Conservation and Devel-
opment (RC&D), the Kansas Division of Tourism, and other interested individuals and or-
ganizations working toward the common cause of promoting the Kansas Flint Hills as an 
international tourism destination as a means of economic development of our region. 

Since its inception, the FHTC has, among many accomplishments: 

Implemented a Flint Hills branding strategy; created a Flint Hills logo and tag line 

Completed an initial inventory of the natural resources in the region 

Initiated a Flint Hills Heritage Story Collection Project, received a grant from the Kansas Hu-
manities Council for an Oral History Project, complete Phase One of Oral History  Project. 

Produced and distributed an updated Flint Hills Heritage brochure  

Explored the feasibility of a national heritage area designation for the region 

Explored the feasibility of a visitor’s center in the Flint Hills 

Produced and distributed first regional Kansas Flint Hills Visitor’s Guide 

Launched and maintained their website at www.kansasflinthills.travel 
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Glenda Purkis, Dickinson County 
Betty Senn, Emporia 
Olivia Simmons, Wichita 
Dennis Toll, Manhattan 
 

Officers: Dr. Bill Smith, President, Emporia 
Connie Kimsey, Secretary, Arkansas City 
Karen Hibbard, Treasurer, Manhattan 
Sarah Warner, President Elect, Winfield 
C. Kay Hutchinson, At Large, Council Grove 

Linda Craghead, Executive Director, A lma�

Board of  Di rectors of the Flint Hills Tour-
ism Coalition, Inc.:  

Suzan Barnes, Cottonwood Falls 
Julie Roller, Wamego 
Louise Carlin, Tallgrass Prairie National 
Preserve and Kansas Park Trust 
Bob Carlson/ Bill Oborny, Marshall Co 
Abby Dechant, A lma 
David Ellis, El Dorado 
TinaRae Scott, Council Grove/ Morris 
County 
Donna Martin, Dexter 
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If you see activities in these newsletters, on the website, or elsewhere that interest you, we 
heartily invite you to join the efforts being put forth by many volunteers already— Become 
involved—here are some ways: 

·  Volunteer to work on one of several task forces doing the work of the FHTC. 

·  Take out an annual membership in the FHTC for your business or organization— $250 
See www.kansasflinthills.travel/ annualmembership/  for online or mail information. 

·  Donate to the “ Friends of the Flint Hills”  Fund w ith an individual tax-deductible contri-
bution ($25 or more); go to www.thekrcf.org - click on affil iates, then Friends of the Flint 
Hills. You may pay by check or credit card. 

·  Volunteer to assist w ith the Educational Program of the “ Friends of the Flint Hills.”  

Contact Executive Director Linda Craghead for more information. 


